The Clothesline Project

The Clothesline Project is a method for victims and survivors of
sexual assault to voice their assault in a unique way. Each shirt
placed upon the clothesline is created by the survivor and can
include words, artwork, and personal design. The Clothesline
Project can be an educational tool for people who visit one of the

many Clothesline Projects throughout the country. It also can be a e - ~
healing tool for anyone making a shirt to place on display. Much : " » :
like the Old Survivor by the Sea poem, where the survivor placed ; 4 ﬂ ‘? A
her hate and grief upon the hook and sinker, the Clothesline ‘ﬁ hhh A%

Project allows the survivor to cast their hate and grief upon the d

shirt, then hang it upon the clothesline and walk away. The i "hﬂ“ﬂf“ i I
Clothesline Project also serves the purpose of allowing those A1 Poes

suffering in silence to realize they are not alone. The first \ e 0 nsle, modal.
Clothesline Project was completed in October 1990 in Hyannis, j i i

Massachusetts. On a village green, 31 shirts were displayed as part - '
of a “Take Back the Night” rally. The idea kept growing and a 14 mot Suppsaedts boanm of that
national response brought the Clothesline Project from a single, 639-' it the, og 9& 104 [ !

estimated 500 Clothesline Projects with over 50,000 shirts on
display around the world.

Our Clothesline Project was created by local victims and survivors
of sexual assault, and a sampling of it is now available on-

line. From time to time, the Clothesline Project is also on
displayed within the community.

grassroots event into a national campaign. Today, there are an gﬂun- -E-tw?. amd. of sot patad
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Caution: Because of the nature of this healing tool, some of the
shirts may be graphic in wording. However, to censor the voices
of survivors is to turn our backs upon them. We will not
compromise the integrity of their voices.
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